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How the Isolation of Conimicut
Drove to Madness and Sc[/lDL?;sIruclion the
Keeper's Wife Who

The Ruthless Spell of the Sea

/ ‘lf sf sha waa fascimaled tef as aha had thoupht
y 4 “ " | i he She had n iy been a tover of the
i 'l feasnnt to omt v a warm, eazy roomt and
o 1o et b s e v rem ond | [ ooped the Sea and
a i f co the masts of spsling veseeln far out, 0 see
th 4 Yokt atnrled from over her ANead and :
wikippedd 1 th the puerple wnitters i g
i ey il et iewnn wmanes | 1 Nen FHated It When i
rent inta 1 PRSI She bepon to thank it would be a
velinf ta her of nhe eonld forgat o8 Fiv 4 while ftut whe

't farge! o It was srer before her
hireetionn

o the ahara,
e, her haband wae there and her two ehildren,
ftut as tvme went on even they were unable to save her
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from the wpell of the aeva.
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O the toll of the Insatiabile sen is ndded the

' ‘ lives of Mra. Ellsworth Smith snid her haby

son Russcll of Nurragensett Bay. But Mrs

Smith wan not ane of thone who went down to the

"wen in ships, The sea eame to her as ehe aat in

; her lonely tower at s edge and watched for hour

I after hour and day after day the ceaseless heave
of 1ts bosom,

The sea didn't destroy her In one mad burst of
fury, 1t slowly chilled her heart, slowly wore
down her will to liwve. It seemod to Mrs, Smith,
as she looked out her towgr window, that every
living thing had gone from the carth except thia
tonsing monster that atretched out Liefore her. 8o
one day she fed polaon to her children and took

Russel] trled to aplt them out. But she told him
1t was candy. And she ale some heraclf and
earrivd Kumsell uptairs to bud. Then she came
down to me. But I was awful gick. Mammna sat
on the chair and put her head down. And then
Dad came. Then was when Mamma and Runsell
started looking slek.”

a doss herself. She couldn't endure the awful
loneliness any longer.

A little while Inter her hushand bmried her
and the baby in a grave near East Greenwich,
R. I, Ha took her away from sound of the sea,
Ho wanted her to rest In peace. The G-year-old
son, Robert Smith, recovered from the polson.

Nellfe Smith was inland *orn snd bred but
she had always had romantie notions shout the
sen. Bo when her husband, Capt. Ellsworth
Smith, beeame keeper of Conimiout Light he
viswad the prospect with enthusinsm, Bhe thought
it weuld be wonderful to breathe the fresh sea
air, to wateh the danclng whitecaps and the
hreakers, to see the huge white steamers bearing
fnto port. She had heard people who had heen
on ocean trips declare they could watch the sea
61l day long and never tire,

When He Returned from Shore

Then sho had heen separated from her hushand
for long periods whon ho was at sea, This new home
would insure thelr belng together. It would alao
provide a healthiful, vigorous atmosphere in which
ker children might grow up.  Altagether, Nelllp
S8mith went ta Conimieut Lighthouse believing
that she was entering upon a perled of idyllie
yeace and joy.

She lasted for three mantha,

Afterward, the surviving boy, Robert, told his
tr.her some of the things his mother had sald.

The light still flares from Conimicut tower.
It han never failed. Capt. Smith, with the naslst-
ance only of his Beyear-old son, Is stiil on duty,
And i he never knew it before, he knows now
what It is to get lonely. .
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lifted her arm. It dropped like lead, She was dead. Jow She thr tim o life preserver, but the
force of the wa wat such Lhat he wes besten
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*Forfarshire" and braving the storm she rowed

Two Keepers were actend ng this light and one
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Five-Year-Old Robert, Who Recovered,




